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Views on the Petition for the Setting up of a Wales Peace Institute

We, as Committee members of the Conwy County Peace Group, call upon the National
Assembly for Wales to investigate the potential for and practicality of Wales having a
Peace Institute concerned with Peace and Human Rights, comparable with those
supported by state governments in Flanders, Catalonia and elsewhere in Europe.

We feel that the action called for is reasonable and feasible and we hereby submit the
following views to be used as evidence by the Petitions Committee in its consideration of
the above petition:

e Importance of a Peace Institute in Wales. As a constituent country/state of the
United Kingdom, which has its own law making powers, we feel that Wales as an
entity is analagous to Flanders in Belgium and to Catalonia in Spain, both of
whom have their own Peace Institutes supported by their state governments.
Furthermore Wales in its ancient culture, language and tradition is a peace loving
nation and has always promoted the ideas of Peace. We also feel that it is
important in these troubled times that awareness of Peace issues in Wales should
be increased.

e Constitution of a Wales Peace Institute. The Institute should be independent
from but hosted by the National Assembly for Wales, which should be
constitutionally obliged to consider any advice given to it by the Peace Institute in
respect of upholding peace and promoting human rights both nationally and
internationally. In this respect the constitution would be similar to that of the
Flemish Peace Institute vis-a-vis the state government of Flanders.

e The Terms of Reference of a Wales Peace Institute. These should be :

1) To independently evaluate and report on the potential effects of the
National Assembly’s activities and decisions in respect of upholding peace

and human rights.








